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¢ Information is spreading on more social media platforms with fewer restrictions.
e 1In 2023 4in 10 people heard specific false claims about COVID-19, reproductive health, and gun

violence.

Defining the terms

Information that is false,
inaccurate, or
misleading according to

When false information is
used to serve a malicious
purpose, like to deceive or

Malinformation

Created and distributed to
cause harm to a specific
individual or organization

A preventative action

Stops misinformation in

Three main ways that prebunking is used:

To fill knowledge gaps

its tracks before a false
claim goes viral online

the best available
evidence at the time

manipulate others for
financial gain or political
advantage

To get ahead of potential trending narratives

To explain the tactics of misinformation spreaders
and cast doubt on the credibility of sources

Responding to False Information

Debunking
Necessarily reactive m/ Information gap \ [ )

e Don't just say that a claim is false.

Explain how we know it is false.

Responds to
misinformation after

it spread correct False information e The debunk should never be more
Often used to target information spreads spreads
specific instances of

complicated than the claim you're

false information

=

Emphasize science and the evolving nature of scientific studies.
Focus on speaking to the moveable middle and not the extremes.
Focus on the fact and not the misinformation.

Don't repeat the false information more than once.

Make your communication approachable and simple.

Say what you know but acknowledge what you don’t know.

debunking.

For more information go to Community-driven health news - Public Good News
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