[image: ]   DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES	   Public Health Service

   Indian Health Service
   Rockville MD  20857


Page 2 - Creditable Coverage Notice from the Indian Health Service  

Creditable Coverage Notice from the Indian Health Service 


<Beneficiary Full Name>				<Unique Patient Identifier>
<Address>
<City, State  Zip Code>

[bookmark: _Hlk202174141]Dear <Beneficiary Full Name>:

This is an important notice about your prescription drug coverage.  Please read this notice carefully and keep it where you can find it.  This notice has information about the prescription drug coverage you receive from the Indian Health Service (IHS), a Tribe, Tribal organization, or Urban Indian program (I/T/U), and Medicare prescription drug coverage (Part D).  After you enroll in a Medicare Part D plan, you may receive a letter asking for information about your previous prescription drug coverage (sometimes called “creditable coverage”).  It is important to return any forms or call the Part D plan by telephone to provide the information.  

If you have questions or need help, please contact the IHS or Tribal provider listed below.

Medicare is a health insurance program that provides coverage to people 65 or older and certain individuals under the age of 65.  Medicare Part D Plans provide coverage to Medicare beneficiaries for their prescription drugs.  If you qualify for Medicare, you should consider enrolling in a Medicare Part D prescription drug plan when you become eligible.  Enrollment is voluntary; however, Part D coverage can help the IHS, Tribal, or Urban Indian health program where you receive services get reimbursed for the cost of your medications.  This reimbursement helps support health care staff, programs, and services that benefit patients and the community.

Medicare Part D plans may charge late enrollment penalties to individuals who do not maintain creditable prescription drug coverage.  Under federal law, the prescription drug coverage offered by the IHS, Tribal, and Urban sites is creditable coverage.  This means that a Part D Plan cannot require you to pay the late enrollment penalty for signing up for Part D coverage late.  

It is important that you provide a copy of this Notice to your Part D Plan to show that you have “creditable coverage.”

NOTICE TO PART D PLANS:  This letter constitutes official notice from the IHS that at all times during the Part D enrollment gap period, <Beneficiary Full Name> was entitled to receive services through the Indian Health Service (IHS), a Tribe or Tribal organization, or Urban Indian program (I/T/U) and therefore had creditable coverage for purposes of Medicare prescription drug coverage (Part D).   <Beneficiary Full Name> must not be assessed any late enrollment penalty.  

Please contact [Insert Name of I/T/U Site] by calling [Insert Phone Number] for assistance in providing this notice to your Part D plan, and for any questions about your health care coverage.

Date: 				[Insert MM/DD/YYYY]
Name of Entity/Sender: 	[Insert Name of I/T/U Site]
Contact--Position/Office: 	[Insert Position/Office]
Address: 			[Insert Street Address, City, State & Zip Code of Entity]
Phone Number: 		[Insert Entity Phone Number]
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