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70.4 
per 100,000 

Highest Overdose Death Rates:

In 2023, non-Hispanic American Indian 
and Alaska Native people had an 
overdose death rate of 70.4 per 100,000 - 
the highest of any racial/ethnic group 
(vs. U.S. overall: 33.5 per 100,000).1

In 2020, American Indian and 
Alaska Native people had the 
highest drug overdose death 
rates in both urban (44.3 per 
100,000) and rural (39.8 per 
100,000) counties - outpacing all 
other groups.2 

Urban American Indian 
& Alaska Native People 
Disproportionately 
Affected:  



UIOs are a Critical Resource for Substance Use Disorder/Opioid Care 
in American Indian and Alaska Native Communities
Urban Indian Organizations (UIOs) are an integral part of the Indian health system (comprised 
of the Indian Health Service, Tribes, and UIOs), and provide essential healthcare services, 
including primary care, behavioral health, and social and community services, to patients 
from over 500 Tribes in 38 urban areas across the United States.

Indian Health Service facilities, Tribes, and UIOs provide lifesaving substance use disorder 
and behavioral health care, culturally tailored services, support groups, and outreach. 
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Substance Use Disorders 
Among Native Communities

27.6% 
In 2021, 27.6% of American Indian 
and Alaska Native people (12+) had 
a Substance Use Disorder (vs. 
17.2% of Black, 17% of White, 15.7% 
of Hispanic, and 8% of Asian 
people).3

Among American Indian and Alaska 
Native people needing treatment in 2021, 

only 5.3% received any treatment and 
just 3.7% received specialty care - the 
largest gap of all racial/ethnic groups.4

Treatment Gap In 
Native Communities

Only 5.3% 
Received Treatment 

Urban Indian Organizations are 
Supporting Native Communities


