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The National Council of Urban Indian Health (NCUIH) recently released an infographic about
American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) Data on COVID-19 on the NCUIH website. This document
shows the disproportionate impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on AI/ANs and Indian Country’s
success with vaccinations for the virus. Native communities face some of the harshest disparities in
health outcomes of any population in the U.S. and are disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic. The impact of COVID-19 on American Indian and Alaska Native health will continue
beyond the pandemic. Loss of American Indian and Alaska Native lives—especially the loss of
elders—means loss of Native culture, including language, ceremonies, and more.
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Disproportionate Rates of COVID-19 Cases, Hospitalizations, and Mortality
Among AI/ANs

American Indians and Alaska Natives have infection rates over 3.5 times higher than non-Hispanic
whites, are over 3.2 times more likely to be hospitalized as a result of COVID-19 and have higher
rates of mortality at younger ages than non-Hispanic whites.

AI/AN Children and Orphanhood Due to COVID-19
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1 of every 168 AI/AN children experienced orphanhood or death of caregivers due to the pandemic,
and AI/AN children were 4.5 times more likely than white children to lose a parent or grandparent
caregiver.

Indian Country Lead on Vaccination Rates

As of February 2022, AI/ANs have the highest vaccination administration rates in the U.S with 70.6%
of AI/ANs having received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, according to CDC Vaccine
Administration Data. As of January 2022, UIOs that use IHS vaccine distribution have administered
over 164,095 doses of the COVID-19 vaccine and fully vaccinated 65,957 people.
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